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Black Virgin of Montserrat, patrone-> of Cat- 
wonia. extend. her golden orb to a pilgrim, whe 


offers a kiss in hepe of blessing 


Sacred Citadel of Montserrat Nests 
in a Mist-clouded Crown of Pinnacles 


While Spainlas under the heel of the Moors. pious 
Christians retreated to the craggy heights of Mont- 
serrat to venerate the Virgin Mary, whase pres- 
ence, they beheved, dwelt in the holy mountain. 

Near one of the lofty hermitages. a Benedictine 
monastery rose in the 1th century; it Hourished 
with reports of miracles worked bs the Virgin. 
Her presence took visible form, Spaniards say. in 
the 12th-century Romane-que carving al dark 
ened wood dabavel As the fame of the Bhack 
Virgin spread throughout the world. the devout 
in multitudes imbed the steep road to the shrine. 

In 1822 a wounded svidier limped up the moun- 
tain, seeking solace from Uie Madonna. Tenatius 
Loyola placed his sword on the altar, knelt in 
vidil through the nieht. then tose to renuunee the 
world and dedicate his dife ta her service He 
tounded the Society of Jesus and beeame a saint 

‘Voday Benedictine monks Maintain a 20e.900 
volume library and a printing shop. estable- hed 
in 1409. At vespers, choirlioy- of the E-cohunsa. 
among the olde-t conservatories in Eurepe. ang 
the “Salve Regina.” a praver that Columbus heard 
every evening on his voyage to the New Voorid 
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